
Status of Women Report Card
Australia is ranked 43rd for gender equality internationally1
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3.9%
are Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander2

28.3%
were born  
overseas

48.5%
have a  
parent  
born  
overseas3 

29.4%
are under the 
age of 25

18.0%
are 65 

and over4

17.8%
are women 
with a 
disability5 

28.4%
live in regional 
or remote 
Australia6

4.6%
identify as 
lesbian, gay 
or bisexual7 

79.9%
of one parent 
families are 
single mothers8

Australia has the 
4th highest 
level of tertiary 
educated  
women  
in the  
OECD9

On average women  
aged 15-64 years do

55.4 hours 
of work a week 
(2 hours more 
than men)

34.7 hours
of these are unpaid10

59.9%
of women over 
the age of 15 
are employed11

22%  
of young 
men
believe that 
men should 
take control in 
relationships

36%  
of young 
men 
believe that 
women prefer 
the man to 
take control12

1 in 2 
women

1 in 4 
men

have experienced sexual 
harassment in their lifetime13

1 in 4 
women

1 in 13 
men

have experienced sexual 
violence in their lifetime14

Approximately
1 in 9 women 
suffer from endometriosis15

It takes an average of 
5 years 
to receive a diagnosis 
after first seeing a doctor16 

Single women are the majority 
of rent assistance recipients

45% single 
women

30% single men

20% couples17

In the last 10 years, there has been a 
three-fold increase 
in intentional self-harm 
hospitalisations for young girls18 

A gender pay gap emerges 
immediately after graduation,  
full-time starting salaries average

$69,000
for men 

$67,000
for women19

Young women are more likely to 
report experiencing sexual violence 
in their lifetime

51%born 1989  
to 1995

34% born 1973  
to 1978

26% born 1946  
to 195120

There is gender segregation in how 
we work. Women work:

96.6%
of hours 
worked 
by child 
carers

86.9%
hours 

worked by 
registered 

nurses

79.9%
hours 

worked by  
primary 
school  

teachers21

The full-time gender pay gap is a 
record low, but women still earn 
less on average

11.6%Hourly earnings 
pay gap22 

13.3%Full-time weekly  
pay gap23

29.2%Total annual taxable 
income gap24

55% 
drop in 
earnings
for the mother 
in the 5 years 
following 
childbirth, 
while men’s 
remains 
unchanged25

Women of all ages spend 
9 hours  
a week 
more than men  
on unpaid work  
and care26

22.4 
hours

31.6 
hours

Women do more 
unpaid housework 
than men even 
when they are 
the primary 
breadwinner

5 hour gap

19.1
hours

24.1
hours27

Women  
approaching  
retirement have
23.1% less 
superannuation
than men of  
the same age28 
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